CIVILISATIONS OF THE EAST

curiously unintellectual Their whole civilisa-
tion, indeed, beautiful and passionate a^ it is,
is thin and simple when compared with that
of ancient Greece If, in a word, Japan is the
Greece of the East, it is a Greece without
Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, Sophocles, Thucy-
dides. A curiously truncated Greece' Yet,
I think, the foundation, so to speak, is the
same. The same temperament, passionate
and aesthetic, only a lack of the critical
and constructive power of mind which has
made the Greeks, after the lapse of two
thousand years, still the living masters of
the West. *

But it is, of course, not only with ancient
Greece that the civilisation of Japan pre-
sents important analogies In institutions,
and in all those aspects of character which arc
affected by institutions, it was, until the revo-
lution, an almost complete reproduction of
mediaeval Europe. Japanese feudalism was, in
every point, similar to European, save that it
was simpler and intenser, and, of course, un-
complicated by the influences, ethical, social,
and political, of the Catholic Church If the
essentials of feudalism be, as I think they are,
a hierarchic organisation of society under the
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